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April 6th, 1926 


W. Howard Biddeli, Esq. 
325 West 7ist Street 
New York Gity 


Pear Mr. Biddells 


I urderstand that you expect te sail on 
Saturday next. If it is possible, I hope that 
we shall see you agsin here eat the Museum ae I 
have a most interesting collection of Singalese 
Coins which contains hundreds of Lariane. This 
collection is now in Canada, and was bought a 
number cf years ago in Ceylon by a Dre Casey Wood. 


I shall be here aii day on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 


Yery truly youre, 


Curater 


| below the Arms. This issue has # the figure he a Tanga), below the 
monogram: the corresponding piece of 2 Tangas, simiharly has the 
numeral 2 in the same place. The latter is Codrington's half #Ceylon" 
Xerafin. The numerals, howevey, +,are so seldom clear, and the "Half 
Xerafin so exceedingly UPPER LAKE ROAD rare, that this fact has 


escaped observation so far. eeerae 


Dear Mr. Wpod 

I have been laid up for the last three months with sciatica, and 
unable to attend to correspondence requiring any sort of concentration 
-I should, however, have sent you a brief line explaining this, and 
apologise sincerely for not having done this. The dogtors thought that 
I should leave Ceybon-I had bad neurasthenia too- but I hated Leaving 
as I am so fond of the place, and now I'm glad I didnt, as with the hot 
dry weather of the last few weeks the pains have diminished and now I 
can sit up for an hour a day, and hope that another month will see me 
all right again. You will see that I am typing! Noiseless tipewriters 
have just reached Ceylon at-last, so I got one. I thought I'd learn 
from the start by the f Ntoucht methods hence the innumerable mistakes, 
which I hope you'll forgive- it is at any rate more legible than my own 
dreadful scrawl, akso I dont get the pain as If do bending forward to 
write. Advetting, however, to relevant matters, I want to thank you 
for your nice letter of-alas-so long ago, and particularly for the 
exceedingly flattering and genekous—however much undeserved—- remarks 
you made about me in your magnificent Monograph. The two copies which 
you so very kindly sent me I shall always treasure-particularly the one 
in which you made the extremely nice personal entry. Thank you,too, 
for the most useful sheet of rubbings, as well as for the coins them- 
selves,-together with the casts, which were most interesting. The coins 


unfortunately, each put me in a separate and somewhat awkward quandary, 


Bs —~S 


and, reluctant though I feel atout returning them, 1 am encouraged to 

do so in feeling the assurance that you will appreciate the force of 

my explanations. The Turkish half piastre-interesting though it 
certainly is, is not, after a coin of Ceylon provenance, and I feed it 
essehtial to exclude from my collection all non-Ceylon coins that have 
not actually been found in the Island. The rubbings, on the other hand 
are perfectly invaluable, and with them, naturally no possible confusim 
can arise. As regards the larins, I secured a fine clear specimen of 

the V. B. some time before your letter appived, so I think it best to 
return this Less clear one. Finally, coming to the"relief S.MY- I 
examined this closely, and came to the conclusion that whilsgt that is 
in all probability what it is: one can hardly feel that desirable final 
confident certainty about it, that would make me feel happy to put up 
in exchange some real rarity,- and it is a case where I should not feel 
it quite "the thing" to offer something mediocre, especially seeing that 
others less "finicky"than I would doubtless give their ears-or the | 
numismatic equivalent#- to possess it! It was, I must say, tremendously 
good of you to approach the President in the matter. Whilst appreciatin, 


his viewpoint, I must say that I think that in the rather special 


Sr Sa ee a nc pie special decision would have been the 
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‘thing. r I have obeet ae Breed ene forier eG exceedingly kind action in 
taking steps to recover the example of the larin that so very Wearing = 
ly intrigued me. I do trust that your effort has been successful. Ipfn | 
the event of this being the case, I have something ready that will, I 
fancy, ragher delight you. When the copies of the Monograph arnived, 
I discovered, to my fury, that far from deserving your kind encomiun, I 
had omitted reference to a point of some considerable importance, 

I cannot get up to refer to the book, but you will remember an Indo- 


P, coin which you thought shewed the date duplicated on the reverse, but 


were uncertain, as it was not clear:-a Tanga-Malacca- of i168é6,dated 


ALTA 
UPPER LAKE ROAD 


KANDY 
I drew Codrington's attention to the matter, just when he was sailing-— 


he was profoundly interested. The coin ix virtually unprocurable- 

but to my immense delight I secured a third example lately. It has a 
flaw in the reverse, but otherwise is quite a tolerable specimen for 
this series. It is worth £10 or so, I fancy, so the exchange will be 
perhaps somewhat disproportionate: however, we will regard the balance 
2s a penalty for my carelessmess in skipping that reference! 

I am so pleased that you liked the coins I sent. IW will keep a look- 
out for the coins of which you say youtd like to purchase exampées 
saree could you give me some rough sort of an idea of the figureg youtd 
be prepared to go to, in each case? I will send you rubbings or 
casts of my two or three Othmanli larins when I am a bit more active 
-and will also see if I can obtain such of any others. One man,whom I 
knéw,may have some, but he's sailing soon, and tells me that he is 


too basy to get his coins out of the bank, but will do so for me on 
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. “ek i : Tune 1, 1934. 


W. H. Biddell, Esq. ; | 2 
Alta | aman toae, | Pevigan 
Upper Lake Road | i as i 
Kandy, Ceylon. 


Dear Mr. Biddell: 


} 


og SPE RAABL T was glad to Hass from you as I had rent 


an - taken 111. By this pe you have received another letter from me. The 
! j other day Dr. Casey Wood arrived in this country and paid us a visit ané 
. gave us first-hand informtion about himself and his trip and also told 
. about meeting you and others there in Ceylon. At the time he was here h 

au had heard nothing about any furore over the Gampola find. : 
ae 


. Fi am most sorry to know that you have been laid up and 
Saget trust that you will shortly get out of your system anything that is not 
good for you. TI have often wondered why more people do not use the type- 
2]  - writer. We have long since gotten over the feeling that is not polite to 
write typewritten letters for business and informal personal letters. — iy ee 
am pretty nearly willing to wager there is a typewr Iter in nearly every af, pile 
home. i 


‘ 
+ 


“Po make you feel good I am herewith énclosing No. 40 Mattie 
which I wrote for saying it was sent by mistake and sent them 140 instead. | Bi 242 
The impression is not very strong but the one we are keeping is no better. a 
Between the two I was able to make a drawing showing everything. I am ag 
rather sorry you returned the relief Sumta Malla as I consider it per- ; 
fectly all right and I do not know if I can budge gne of the other two. I > 
will not be able to get hold of our President for some time. If you want 
this back you are welcome to it and you need haveno compunctions about its 
value. You can rate it at nothing or anything you please. I appreciate 
your feelings and position and if you want it back we will put it ona 
value of an incuse larin. I have looked at our Tanga of 1633 and it is so 
lightly struck and worn that I cannot make out anything below the monogram. ras 
, I am glad to know, hoseney, that it should have a "1" there. ~ 


uw ; ; There have been up to date no reviews worth ment4 ontniee: = 
ra on the Larin article. I suppose any reviewer is balking in trying to do ¥ 
anything about it. I am really up against it in knowing what to say in 4 
patting a price on hares things I desire because I know nothing 

such ‘Therefore, if you do make any purchases for 


Mr. Biddel1*2 


us I will accept your valuations and send you the money. 
the buck on you but you know prices end XI do not. : 
I was much interested in the two newspaper o1Speiace 4 yan se 
I have wondered all along how the laring really got out of the cour 
theory was that they were sold to a traveller who would take them pate 
saying too much and consequently they would not have to be turned over 
authorities im case the hoard got too much talked about. ‘The Kandy Mu 
evidently didn't care one wy or the other. Whether the Colombo Mus eum 
of it or not Ido not know - they are evidently laying low under. the cloa 
of ignorance to cover up indifference. The hard thing about it all may b 
that the laws will be so tightened up that it my not be s0 easy to get 
things in the future and also it may not be so easy for collectors to ° 
their things out. I have sent the two clippings on thé subject on to ces 
Wood to peruse. Your letter aprexensiy was not opened as it came pentax 
sealed. 3 | i 
We have just aeetee Shot: an extremely hard and cold winter h 

and now most of the country is having a very hot, dry season, the crops 
burning up and forest fires everywhere. From a Piusnoiadent business ste 

point things are a little better, but not much - in other words the depr 

is still with us though people do not speak of it. er 
ie 
ig 
‘ i a i 


Sineerely yours, © 


ENsIG) | : Curator 


"Ferguson" Room, 
Planters’ Ward, 
General Hospital, 
Colombo. 
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ALITA 
UPPER LAKE ROAD 


K DY 
5-V11-44. 


Dear Mr. Wood, 

Very many thanks Hor your letter which has just arrived, together with 
No. 40;-a perfectly fascinating thing which delights me tremendously. My 
A note in the Paper prepared mg for less than the Plate shewed. My 
very beat thanks. I am getting off thts reply at once in order to let 
you know that I have received the treasure, although I cannét unfortunately 
send you the quid pro guo until I get out of this place, which may be any 
time, but will, I trust, not work out at much more than a month, for apart 
from bbing infernally lingering, not to mention painful and generally 
this illness of mine 
tiresome, +4 is turning out an expensive business. The Kandy doctors gave 


it best in the latter part of May, so I came down to a private nursing 


Home run by the best man in the Island. He gave me a saline ingJection in 


the hip,-under anaesthetic, ao it wasnt bad, and after a few days told me 
to try walking, which was by no means a success. He seemed surprised and 
disappointed, and gave me another similar injection, and said that I must 
lie up for three weeks before trying again. He was due fer a holiday, and 
sailed a few days thereafter, so as perfect rest seemed impracticable at 
my bungalow without special attendants etc. , I thought it best to come 
straight into the General Hospital. Here I get verfect rest and excellent 
attention in very nice quarters, and I make a daily journey per stretcher 
to the thermo-electric dept. for an hour and a half of Diathermy followed 


by radiant heat treatment. The "rest" period elapsed three days ago, and 


I had my first shot at walking again, and was disgusted to find it 


abominably painful after the first three of four stens, The nain went off 


Quickoy enough, however, once I was back in bed, and I continue with.a 
brief daily repetition of the effort. I also had my teeth sal ia and 


two with unsuspected abscesses pulled out. Altogether, however, 7 feel 


cay) 


reasonably hopeful that the show will clear up, though it certainly is 


taking its own time about ite, «What is, anno} ring is the fact of having to 
keep an expensive bungalow full 6f'ihouse-boys running,- I cant sack. them, 
as they constitute a reliable guard over my treasures in a district that 


has far too many gang-robberies. However, the first hundred years are 


always the hardest, and, indeed, I must apologise for inflicting upon you) 


a page and a half of whines and symptoms which really merely replace norma 


news of which, due to being laid up, I have none{ f have not yet thanked 
you for your good wishes, and acknowledge them gratefully now. 

Referring to the relief Sahasa Mailas; I realise that it may not be easy 
to pry out one of the two good examples, but if it could be managed, i 
should be exceeding grateful, and would infinitely rether send a CUD ERS 
good exchange for one, than ae meadioere for the snecimen I returne 
In the event of final failure of the alternative, however, I feel now tha 
I would like the indifferent specimen. It is good of you to realise how 
I felt about the matter. I think the lack of any worth-while review to 
date on your Paper is simply enough explained by the fact that nobody is 
competent to write one, Codrington excepted; and I hear that he is fully 
occupied in other fields now. The rerity whth which the"1" shows up on 
the 1643 Malacca Tanga is remarkable. It is just discernible on two of 
my specimens, but in another which is double-struck, one of the impressio 
shewa the date, together with the unit below as clear as can be. | 
Re the coins you mentioned, suggesting cash PuEC Reo e: it is very good 
indeed of you to offer to accept my valuations, ne it will be fairest to 


regard the doins as on approval, and your very kind offer provisional on 


your not considering the prices as too high. I say this as after this 


Peay) 4 hk Vays Pay i w os or tiers Pe | oe ae a 


ALTA 
UPPER LAKE ROAD 


KANDY 
illness of mine has been paid for, I shall be very glad of all the money I 


can tempt you to part with, so, in addition to the one or two coins you 
specifically enquired about, I propose to go through my cabinets when I get 
back, and send along any further coins that it strixes me you might care to 
consider. I intend to put the prices fairly high, but 1 hope, not tec sigue 
Actually, I shall endeavour to assess each thing at 20% less than I whuld 
tell Schulman to bid, adduming I had no example of it. 

Yes, I am very afraid myself about the form in which the Antiquitées 
Ordinance, now under revision, will get finally passed, after the State 
Council has had a whack at it. All the talk is to the gallery, with one 
eye on the next election, and the soundest plank of all is whatever 
glorifies CHYLON, and if, in passing it gives the European a crack, so 
much the better. YThe only people likely to take really good stuff out of 
the country are non—-UVeylonese, so I consider a severe tightening up 
well-nigh inevitable. I shall have a jolly good try to get the cream of 
my stuff out, well ahead of the time of my own departure; once I've finally 
made up my mind to get out. I hope that will not be yet awhile, for I 
dearly love the country, although two doctors have told me that once I am 
well, my best course would be to get back to England, as my nerves are all 
to bits. Still, I think all that is a temporary phase, and that once I'm 
fit, I'll be as right as rein. Yes, last winter and this summer have been 
pretty hard over on the other side: I've heard the same from other friends 
in the States, and the papers too recorded the unusual weather conditions. 


I must shut down somewhat abruptly: my stretcher has just come up to take 


P é 
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4 


ae? 


n the 


me down for my daily boiling and g illing 


a 


: 


Yours sincere 
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ALTA 
UPPER LAKE ROAD 


Dear Mr. Wood, 

At last I am out of hospital, after over ee months of it, and glad 
enough to see my bungalow again, as well as to find nothing broken or 
missing. I dont know whether to attribute my sudden and very recent 
improvemént to the Essence of Peppermint recommended by Dr. Casey Wood, or 
to massage and stretching exercises, as I commenced them simultaneously! 

Anyway I suddenly improved out of all recognition, and a brief fort— 

night after commencing the new regime I was able to leave hospital. 

I am still carrying on with the treatmént, and the exercises cannot by 
any stretch of the imagination be termed oleasant. The nerve, however, 
has stretched a lot, and keeps reasonably free-from pain, and lets me walk 
almost half a mile now, without obtruding its views unduly, as well as 
permitting me to sit- on cushions— for two or three hours at a stretch, 
so by comparison with my previous condition I certainly cannot grumble. 

, 

I've not had any time to look out any of the coins I said I would send: 
but hast@n to despatch the Malacca Two Tangas, and hope, despite its 
condition which might be better, that it will interest you. 

a) dice ot Glavcesfers 
Kandy is all agog over the Princetls forthcoming visit: he arrives in 


another three days, and is bringing the Throne and Crown and Sceptre of 


the last Sinhalese King, which went to England when Kandy was taken in 


1815, and are now being restored to the "Nation"! The latter-day Home 
Policy does not, I may add, precisely coincide with the views of its 


Eastern Officials:- their private views, I mean! The current "dust-up", 


is that the Kandyans want the things for themselves exclusively, and drag 


r, ; 
in the Kandyan Convention. The Low Country Sinhalese,- who swamp the re 

2, 
put together numerically,- say that Ceylon is one glorious Unft: *some wag 


points out that Sri Vikrama Ra jasi Lnhe was a 100% Tamil, and urges that the 


PY 


things be housed in Jaffnat sa: scand RS oy A | of the opposition olametes 
| halen, 


| 
| 


that, on the other hand he was desc@néed straight from the Sun,-via certaiy 
Aryan, and NOT Dravidian stock. The whole a thoroughly undignified and 


inglorious squabble. . The throne that all the fuss is about is, incident—— 


ally a hideous thing, and probably originally formed an item in a convoy ~ 
of diplomatic presents sen to one of Rajasinhe's predecessors in the XVAds 


Century, being crudely decorated with gold plates and whatnot thereafter! 


Being just out of hosvital I have little news, so will close. if will, 
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go through the coins as soon as I can get about freely. 


‘I hope you are keeping fit, and that the labour upheaval will be over” 
3 iz 


4g 


before this reaches you. 
With Kind Regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


Wea atl , 


& 8 
TT 


~— 


October 18, 1954. 
4 


W. H. Biddell, Esq. 
Alta Upper Lake Road 
Kandy, Ceylon. 


Dear Mr, Biddell: , 


Your letter of July 3rd came in dus course. At the 
time I was on my vacation which took place off and on most of the 
summer and since I have gotten back into harness I have been pretty 
busy gathering up lose ends. I am now getting busy answering not 
only this letter but your letter of September 17th, which came yester- 
day. 


I'am glad to know that you are out of the hospital 
and trust that the seige you have been going through is a thing of the 
past.. As for our country, although no one now speaks of the "de- 
pression” things are not much better than they were. Several million 
men are working, most of them at government expense. Trade picks up 
by fits and starts and I think on the whole there is more hope and less 
pessimism. The middliewest during the summer had a terrible dry time of 
it, the east stayed fairly we}. During the autumm we had so much rain 
there were local floods. I think everybody here is premring for a 
cold winter. ! 


I hear now and then from Dr. Casey Wood. He seems to 
be very busy and writes' only a few lines at a time. In one of his 
recent letters he wished to be remembered to you. 


Iam glad to get the Malacca type of the two tange value. 
We had no two tange of Bnis type. All ours were GA. 
é I was much interested in your latest Geylon news with 
the peace. of fering, you might say, of the throne and crown. I must cut 
this short now asdsomebody is coming in to see me. 


Very truly yours, 


ae ‘ FE Curator 


